CLASSIC CRIMES

the back of the Meadows or Hope Park, for examination. Mr. George
Williamson, Messenger, and Mr. Groves, one of Sir Sampson Wright's
clerks, accompanied Mr. Brodie in a post-chaise from Tothilfields
Bridewell. He was this forenoon committed to the Tolbooth. They
were only fifty-four hours on the road.
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Meanwhile Smith and Ainslie were still languishing in the
Tolbooth, wherein they had been confined since March. In
May, however, they made a vigorous bid for freedom* Smith's
cell was two storeys beneath that of Ainslie. In the absence of
his professional tools he contrived to convert "the iron handle
of the jack or bucket of the necessary into a pick-lock, and one
of die iron hoops round the bucket into a saw/* With these
imperfect instruments Smith managed to open two doors and
join his companion; together they cut a hole in the ceiling of
Ainslie's cell, and were doing likewise by the prison roof,
when unfortunately their operations dislodged some slates,
which, falling upon the sentry below, apprised him that some-
thing was wrong. And so an attempt not unworthy of the
great Httle Jack Sheppard himself was brought to nought*
"In order to let themselves down from the top of the prison
they had prepared 16 fathoms of rope, which they had
artfully manufactured out of the sheets of their beds/* This
was a much better and brighter business than the Excise
Office job and deserved success, but the luck of the firm had
turned*
Their partner Mr* Brown, despite the favour which he had
found with the authorities, was also provided with board and
lodging in the Tolbooth, where he then underlay the charge
of killing with a bottle one M* Arthur, an innkeeper of Halkef-
ston's Wynd. But the consequences of this, and of other
regrettable incidents in Mr* Brown's variegated past, were
avoided by the granting to him on a8th July of His Majesty's
most gracious pardon for these and all other offences,* to
enable him to appear in pristine purity to bear witness against
his late associates.
Deacon Brodie bore the rigours of his incarceration with
cheerfulness and good humour, I have elsewhere printed a